
klSMORANDUM FCSl THE RECORD 

SOBFCCT: JLatcM D«v«lqf»m«sts in tke Ab«l Can* 


1. Tkn following informaticm w*» givon mm by Mr. 
Donovan, eonrt aj^ointod coonaol for Eadolpb Abol. 


Jamas B. 


2. Slwrtly aftor Mr* Doaevaa was to rsRrssaat 

Abol la tbs prosocatioa for eoas^raey to comtalt osRioaags, bs was 
airt(s4 by Abol to tab# custody ol bis yorsoaal bsloagiags* Mr. D«movaa 
bad all tbs boloai^ims that wars aot rstaisod by tlm Ciorsramoat for 
jmrRoses mi tbs trial |daesd ia a warsboass. 

3. Somstimo during 1958, Abol askod Mr. Doaovaa to ship 
his bsloagiags to his wUo ia East Corasaay. Coacoraod lost tbs 
bsloagiags coidaiBod smaotbiag mi iatorost to ^o Fodoral Cknrcra* 
ansat, Mr. Doaovaa sought guldaaco by writiag to tbs AmUng Hoad 
of tbs latsraal Sscurity Divisioa, Dspartment of Jdatlcs. Evsatually 
Im rscsivsd a lottsr frmai tbs tHq^rtmast statUm; It had ao idijsctioa 
to dispatch ol Absl*s personal bsloagiags to bis wifs. 

4. Tbs personal bsloagiags that bad bssa ssisMl at tbs time 
of tbs iMiial contact with Abol at tbs Latham Hotel bad bssa rstaiasd 
by tbs Immigratioa and Naturalisation Service. Those items which 
had act bssa used during the trial were turned over by tbs Iramig ra- 
tion and Naturalisation Service last Wednesday or Thursday to 

Mr. Doaovaa at his siBcs ia New York for sMpmeoit with the other 
goods. Tbs FBI had already iavostifated per soaal bolosgiags ware- 
housed by Mr. Demovaa at Abel's request, and Mr. Donovan, there- 
fore, aM&sd tbs FBI agsat with wMmi be was ia contact ia New York 
to survey the material delivered by the Immigratioa aad NaturaUsa- 
tion Service. 


5. Two Bureau agents came to Mr. Donovan's ofilee at 
4:00 p.m. , Friday, 15 May. An associate of Mr. Doaovaa* s bad 
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•agg«*t»4 that Mr. D«»«raa esight ^an Oi« pacl»g«a for tho coa* 
vosioaeo of the Bareaa ageaU. hut Mr. Doaovaa decided to leave 
theca aatooehed aad let the Bareaa ageate opea them la hie preeeaee 
There were appareatlf packete of papers with sonne handwriting, 
presamahlp Ahel'a, together with a Brief ease, all packed together. 
A Bureau ageat opened some of the handwritten material and said 
the Bureau would prohahly he interested in checkiag on it. He then 
opened the brtof eaoe aad ia the brief case found a r^ of eaposed 
film aad a wallM. The Bureau agent opened the wallet and rather 
casually, according to Mr. Donovan, thrust a finger lido a small 
interior eompartmoat and pulled out a folded paper which had what 
appeared to be dfluir material oa it and inside the paper a micro- 
film which appeared to have a ciphered message. Mr. Donovan 
said the Bureau agwst seemed obviously agitated aad at a loss as to 
what to do, Mr. Doaowui thereupon dictated a memoraadum for the 
record of the events leading ^ to finding this aiaterid. 

6. Subsequently, Mr. Donovan notified by telephoae 
Mr, William F. Tompkins, Special Assistant to Ihm Attorney 
Generali Mr. CoraeUus W. Wickersham, Jr. , U. S. Attorney 
for the Eastern District of New York; aad the undersigned. 

Bureau agents queried whe^er they had any right to take into 
their possession material Which had been delivered by the 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service, but eventually took the 
iMterial with them and it is now ia the BureaWs possession. 

7. On Moaday, It May. Mr. Donovan saw Abel at the 
Federal peaiteatiary at Atlanta, Georgia. Wh«s told oi the dis- 
covery of the papers aad the Friday meeting, Mr. Donovan said 
Abel appeared to be visibly shaken aad, in effect, admitted to 
being shaken in those words. Abel said that to the best of his 
recollection there were no such materials ia the wallet. He 
speculated whether this could be some sort of a plant to discredit 
his defense conned, but Mr. Donovan said he dissuaded Abel of 
this thought, 

8. Mr, Donovan is stiU very much ceaeeraed about his 
positiOB in relaUca to Abel's personal property, which may or 
may not have further laformatlmi concealed somewhere. He plans 
to comflete his memoraadum for the record of these recent events 
and then to visit Judge Abrussi, who appointed him as defense 
counsel, to see if the Judge agrees that the safekeeping and trans- 
mission of pers«aal property is outside of Mr. Donovan's technical 
responsibility as defense coansd. If so, he plans to write a letter 
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to the Department of luetiee. Internal Security l>irieioa* p^tiag 
out that the handling of these goods is not his responsihility as 
4a|«ase counsel and that the receid events and discovery ef addi- 
tloaai papers make the jarohlem of this property a matter outside the 
oompotoaoe of a private citiaen and of immediate interest to the 
Federal Ck»vernment. He plans to say. therefore, that he can take 
no farther responsibility for this property or its dispatch to Abel's 
wife. He will send ns copies of Ms memerandom and any letters 
ho writes on tide sn%||eet. 

9. Of collateral interest, Mr. Donovan states that Abel 
raised the question of release on ball since the Supreme Court's 
order for rcargamoat indicated substantial doulM. Mr. OMOvan 
said he has convineed Abel that bail is not advisable for a variety 
of reasons, Abel pointed otd that one of the Oovemment's argu- 
ments before the Supreme Court was that at the time of his original 
arrest Immigration and Naturalisation worked independently and 
for its own reasons and the Bureau came in only afterwards. This 
was very definitely stressed 1^ the Sidieitor General. Abel claims, 
however, that in Mr. J. Edgar Hoover's receM bo^. Masters of 
Deceit , the aidhor states that Immigration and Haturalisatien Service 
at this original interview and arrest acted on the instance of the FBI 
at its request. Mr. Donovan also said that Abel told him that in the 
FBI's guided tour of exhibits on humous crimes there was a section 
on the Abel case, and he asked Mr. Donovan to observe it, which 
Mr. Donovan did as a private tourist on the morning of 19 May. 


si Isfireriss S. lliiislon 

LAWRENCE B. HOUSTON 
Genetml Counsel 
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